Small bowel transplantation.
Small bowel transplantation (SBT) presents a formidable challenge to perioperative nurses. Patients who survive these procedures have difficult postoperative courses with lengthy intensive care stays. They also are at significant risk for graft rejection and long-term immunosuppression complications. The option for SBT is reserved for patients who otherwise face the prospect of life-long total parenteral nutrition (TPN). Advances in donor and recipient surgical techniques and improvements in immunosuppressive therapies have raised hopes that patients with intestinal failures who undergo SBT procedures will be allowed to resume full oral nutrition and independence from TPN.